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Long Term Planning

	Performing Arts 
	Year 9
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	
	Topic 
	Performance Skills
Guitars & Tab Notation
	Composition Skills 
Rapping & Beats

	Performance Skills  
Film Music 
	Sequencing Skills 
Film Music 
	Performance Skills  
Rock & Pop 

	Ensemble Skills  
21st Century Music  

	
	Why this and why now?
	 Students will spend this unit learning how to read guitar tab and play melodies and chords on the guitar. This will develop their dexterity skills and support the development from ensemble skills in Y8 and Y7.
	Students will learn about the history of Hip Hop music and what genres it inspired. Students will compose their own beats and learn how to write their own raps. 
Students will use a DAW (Ableton) to compose their beats and work in groups and independently to compose their lyrics/ raps.
	Following on from sequencing Film Music,
students will learn about the development of Soundtracks and perform different leit motifs from blockbuster films like Harry Potter and Star Wars on the keyboards.

	This unit develops students learning from previous years’ sequencing units, with a focus on Film.
Students will learn how to sequence different leit motifs from blockbuster films like Harry Potter and Star Wars.
	Furthering from the History of Music unit in Y8, students will learn to play and perform iconic Rock and Pop songs like Bohemian Rhapsody and Hit me Baby One More Time.
Students will be playing the keyboards and singing during this unit. Students will be reading sheet music and perform these pieces during lesson time.
	Students will be able to develop their skills on ukuleles, guitars, and vocals. 
Students will have the opportunity to set up a PA system in lesson, which is beneficial for any students who are interested in ‘Live Sound.’ 

	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered? 
	Essential knowledge includes correct posture and hand position, basic fretboard awareness, string names, tuning, and rhythm counting. Students remember common chord shapes, power chords, and scale patterns, use accurate picking and fretting technique, maintain steady tempo, and apply dynamics and articulation to perform guitar riffs cleanly and confidently.

	Essential knowledge includes understanding beat structure, tempo, and groove, common hip hop song forms, and use of samples, drums, bass, and harmony. Students remember rhythmic patterns, looping techniques, and basic mixing skills, applying creative layering, variation, and stylistic awareness to produce authentic, cohesive hip hop compositions.


	Essential knowledge includes recognizing leitmotifs, their thematic and emotional roles, and how they recur and transform in film scores. Students remember melody, harmony, rhythm, and orchestration associated with motifs, practice accurate keyboard or instrumental performance, and understand how motifs support narrative, character, and atmosphere within cinematic storytelling.
 
	Essential knowledge includes understanding how to structure music to match on-screen action, mood, and narrative pacing. Students remember timing cues, tempo, and transitions, use MIDI, virtual instruments, and effects effectively, and apply layering, dynamics, and thematic motifs to create cohesive, expressive, and synchronized film music sequences.

	Essential knowledge includes correct hand position, posture, and finger technique, as well as reading chords, melodies, and basic notation. Students remember common rock and pop chord progressions, rhythms, and song structures, apply dynamics and expression, and perform melodies, accompaniment, and riffs accurately to create authentic, stylistically appropriate performances.

.  
	Essential knowledge includes listening skills, rhythm accuracy, and awareness of one’s role within the group. Students remember cues, dynamics, tempo, and balance, follow a conductor or leader, and apply ensemble etiquette. They coordinate with peers, maintain steady timing, and contribute to a cohesive, expressive, and unified group performance.


	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	Students will perform one of the guitar riffs and be assessed on their accuracy, finger placement and fluency of the performance.
	Students will perform their rap in front of the teacher/ class and will be assessed on their backing track and the use of rhymes and flow of their rap.
	Students will perform their chosen leit motif on the keyboard and be assessed on accuracy, fluency, pitch and correct use of hands.
	Students will be assessed on the quality of their sequenced assessment piece, the correct pitch, note lengths and instrumentation.
	The unit of work will end with a practical performance assessment where students will show their best work to the teacher for feedback.

	Students will be assessed on their performances and how well they play their part and their ability to work in a group.

	
	What does the end point look like? 
	By the endpoint, students play guitar riffs confidently with accurate fretting, picking, and rhythm. They demonstrate knowledge of scales, chord shapes, and string techniques, maintain steady tempo, apply dynamics and articulation, and perform riffs cleanly and expressively. Students can learn, memorize, and adapt riffs independently and musically.
	By the endpoint, students create complete hip hop tracks with beats, instrumentation, and confident rap performance. They demonstrate understanding of rhythm, flow, rhyme, phrasing, and song structure, integrating lyrics with production. Students apply layering, variation, and dynamics to deliver cohesive, expressive, and stylistically authentic hip hop compositions and performances.

	By the endpoint, students perform leitmotifs on the piano with accuracy, expression, and musical understanding. They demonstrate control of melody, rhythm, articulation, and dynamics, recognize recurring themes, and convey character or emotion through performance. Students can interpret, memorize, and adapt motifs confidently within broader musical or film contexts.

	By the endpoint, students create and sequence film music confidently, aligning compositions with on-screen action, mood, and narrative. They demonstrate precise use of MIDI, virtual instruments, effects, and timing cues, applying layering, dynamics, and thematic motifs to produce cohesive, expressive, and synchronized scores that enhance storytelling effectively.

	By the endpoint, students play rock and pop songs on the piano confidently and expressively. They demonstrate accurate chord progressions, melodies, riffs, and rhythms, apply dynamics and articulation appropriately, read basic notation or chord charts, and perform with style, timing, and cohesion suitable for solo or ensemble settings.


	By the endpoint, students perform confidently in a band, demonstrating accurate rhythm, pitch, and timing. They listen and respond to fellow musicians, follow a conductor or leader, maintain balance and dynamics, and understand their role within the ensemble. Students contribute to cohesive, expressive, and polished group performances.


	
	How does it cover the NC?
	Developing performing skills, musical understanding, and creativity. Students apply rhythm, pitch, and technical techniques, read notation or tablature, and interpret music expressively. It encourages ensemble awareness, listening, and independent practice, fostering progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.

	Developing creativity, composition, and performing skills. Students explore rhythm, melody, lyrics, and structure, apply musical and stylistic conventions, and perform confidently. It fosters listening, evaluation, and collaboration, supporting progression in creating, performing, and appraising contemporary music.

	Developing performing skills, musical understanding, and technical control. Students learn melody, chords, rhythm, and dynamics, read notation, and perform expressively. It supports creativity, listening, and ensemble participation, fostering progression in performing, composing, and appraising music across a range of styles.

	Developing composition, technical, and creative skills. Students use MIDI, virtual instruments, and effects to structure, layer, and arrange music, explore rhythm, harmony, and dynamics, and produce polished tracks, supporting progression in composing, performing, and appraising contemporary and electronic music.

	Developing performing skills, musical understanding, and technical control. Students learn melody, chords, rhythm, and dynamics, read notation, and perform expressively. It supports creativity, listening, and ensemble participation, fostering progression in performing, composing, and appraising music across a range of styles.

	Developing ensemble, performing, and listening skills. Students demonstrate rhythm, pitch, dynamics, and timing, respond to a leader, and understand their role within a group. It fosters collaboration, creativity, and musical expression, supporting progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.
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