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	Performing Arts Music
	Year 8
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	
	Topic 
	Sequencing Skills
EDM
	Performance Skills  
History of Music
	Composition Skills 
Game Music  

	Performance Skills  
World Music 
	Ensemble Skills 
20th Century Music 
	Ensemble Skills  
21st Century Music  

	
	Why this and why now?
	 This unit follows on from Y7 sequencing skills unit. Students will develop their technology skills by sequencing electronic dance tracks into a DAW (Ableton)

	This unit introduces pupils to historic periods in music. 
Students will learn how to play pieces from the Baroque, Romantic and Classical periods on the keyboards. 
Students will be reading sheet music and perform these pieces during lesson time
	Students will use their knowledge and skills from the previous composition unit to compose Game Music. 
Students will learn how to compose bass lines, drumbeats and melody lines to fit a set brief by the end of the unit. 
Students will have access to work on a DAW (Digital Audio Workspace) in the departments’ computer classroom to compose their final piece.

	This unit follows on from Y7 Samba. The main focus will be on rhythm and how it is used around the world. We will be focussing on West African drumming circles.
	Students put together knowledge and skills learned so far on notation and group work to produce covers of songs from the 20th Century.  
Students will be able to develop their skills on ukuleles, guitars, and vocals. 

	Students put together knowledge and skills learned so far on notation and group work to produce covers of songs from the 20th Century.  
Students will be able to develop their skills on ukuleles, guitars, and vocals. 


	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered? 
	· Read basic notation
· Inputting notes 
· Using a DAW
· Subdivisions of bars
· Note values 


	· Read basic notation
· Playing keyboards with both hands
· Performing in time with a steady beat
· Structure
· Performing different rhythms 

	· Ostinatos
· Composing chords
· Composing basslines
· Composing melodies
· Applying the elements of music into composition
· Composing drumbeats
· Different musical structures

	· Playing in time with other musicians
· Keeping rhythms
· Listening skills
· Playing as part of a group
· Call and response
· Understanding rhythm

	· Playing as part of an ensemble
· Playing in time with other musicians 
· Creating a balance between instruments 
· Reading notation, chord boxes and TAB
Playing chords that have sharps/ flats in them
	· Playing as part of an ensemble
· Playing in time with other musicians 
· Creating a balance between instruments 
· Reading notation, chord boxes and TAB
· Playing chords that have sharps/ flats in them

	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	Student are set to sequence a piece of EDM music into the DAW Ableton. This assessment shows their development of skills over the course of the half term.
	Students are to perform one of their chosen pieces from what they have practiced over the half term. Students are being assessed on the following:
Accuracy of note lengths 
Accuracy of pitch 
Correct hand use (right hand for melodies, left hand for supporting chords)
The level of difficulty (out of 4)
	Students will be given a brief and must compose 4-8 bars to fit a video game sequence. The composition must include:
2 drumbeats
2 contrasting basslines 
2 contrasting melodies 
	Students will be assessed on their playing of rhythms and how well they work in a group in their final performance. 
Students will also be assessed on key words at the end of the half term.
	Students will be assessed on their performances in their ensembles. Each student will also be assessed on their instrument and the complexity of their playing. 
	Students will be assessed on their performances in their ensembles. Each student will also be assessed on their instrument and the complexity of their playing.

	
	What does the end point look like? 
	By the endpoint, students sequence EDM tracks with confidence and precision. They use MIDI, drum racks, synths, and automation to build grooves, drops, and arrangements. Students demonstrate understanding of structure, sound design, and mixing basics, producing cohesive, energetic tracks suitable for contemporary electronic music styles.

	By the endpoint, students play keyboard with confident technique and musical accuracy. They demonstrate correct posture, hand position, and coordination, perform melodies and chords fluently, read basic notation, and apply dynamics and expression while maintaining steady tempo and musical control.

	Students will have a project which shows all their composition skills developed over the half term, then their final assessment projects all on Ableton. By the endpoint, students independently compose and produce game music in Ableton Live 12. They use MIDI, instruments, effects, and automation to create looping and adaptive tracks that support gameplay. Students demonstrate efficient workflow, technical accuracy, and musical choices that enhance atmosphere, narrative, and player experience.


	By the endpoint, students perform West African drumming with secure technique, accurate rhythms, and ensemble awareness. They demonstrate understanding of call-and-response, polyrhythms, and cultural context, maintaining steady pulse, clear communication, and collective timing while performing traditional patterns confidently within a group.

	By the endpoint, students perform confidently as a collaborative band. They demonstrate accurate rhythm and pitch, strong listening skills, and clear understanding of their roles. Students follow a conductor, apply feedback, rehearse independently, maintain balance and blend, and perform repertoire with musical expression, control, and ensemble unity.

	By the endpoint, students perform confidently as a collaborative band. They demonstrate accurate rhythm and pitch, strong listening skills, and clear understanding of their roles. Students follow a conductor, apply feedback, rehearse independently, maintain balance and blend, and perform repertoire with musical expression, control, and ensemble unity.


	
	How does it cover the NC?
	Use technology appropriately.

Use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres, and traditions.

	Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles, and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.

	Use technology appropriately.
to create and compose music on their own and with others
Understand and explore how music is created, produced, and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure, and appropriate musical notations.

	Develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history.
Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles, and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.

	Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles, and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.
Learn to sing and to use their voices
Have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.
Play and perform confidently in an ensemble
Use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres, and traditions
Listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians
Develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history.

	Perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles, and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.
Learn to sing and to use their voices
Have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.
Play and perform confidently in an ensemble
Use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres, and traditions
Listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians
Develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history.
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