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	Performing Arts 
	Year 7
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	
	Topic 
	 Performance Skills
Musicals
	Composition Skills
Using technology to compose
	Performance Skills
Samba Drumming
	Sequencing Skills
Planets
	Ensemble Skills:
Ukuleles and Chords
	Ensemble Skills:
21st Century Music

	
	Why this and why now?
	This unit will allow students to develop their performance skills. This is imperative for students to gain confidence early on in their musical education.
Students will learn to sing and play different iconic songs from famous musicals on the keyboards. Focussing on playing the keyboard with both hands and reading sheet music. 
Students will also continue singing which they have previously done in Primary school.
	This unit will introduce students to using technology in music. 
Students will learn the basics of using a Digital Audio Workspace, Ableton, and produce their own compositions using a range of MIDI instruments. 
Students will learn how to compose drumbeats, basslines, simple melodies and chords. 

	Students will learn about traditional Samba drumming and about the culture around Mardi Gras.

Students will apply skills learned and develop their understanding of different rhythms on the drums.  

Students will also develop their ensemble skills during this unit, which they have not yet done.

	Students will learn how to input notes using correct durations and pitch. 
Students will learn about the famous piece of music ‘Planets’ by Holst.
Students will develop their reading skills as they will be inputting music which will be on musical staves in their booklets. 

	After spending time reading notation and developing keyboard and technology skills, students will be focussing on learning how to play the ukulele. 

Students will develop their understanding of chords and how to play them on the ukulele, also how to read chord boxes.

Students will be working in small ensembles and perform in each lesson.
	Students put together knowledge and skills learned so far on notation and group work to produce covers of songs from the 21st Century.  

Students will be able to develop their skills on ukuleles, guitars, and vocals. 

Students will be working in ensemble ‘bands’ to complete the topic.

	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered? 
	· Know what semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers, and semi quavers are.
· Know what rests are. 
· Know the notes on the treble clef stave.
· Know what sharp and flat notes are and identify their symbols. 
· What are the names of the 8 elements of music and what they mean
	· What the 8 musical elements are
· What composition is
· How to create a new live set in Ableton?
· How to assign MIDI tracks a sound?
· What the numbers next to notes mean
· What chords are and how to input them in Ableton?
· How to stop and start music in Ableton 

	· How to keep in time with others 
· Ways to remember rhythms.
· What different structure forms are, e.g. ABA.
· Know what call and response is 
	· How to input a note in Ableton 
· The length of note values in Ableton. 
· How to decode/ read sheet music 
· How to change tracks and assign MIDI tracks an instrument 
	· How to hold a ukulele  
· The best way to practice changing between chords. 
· How to read chord boxes

	· How to practice and play with other musicians effectively 
· How to hold drum sticks properly 
· How dynamics effects the balance between instruments 
· How to read notation and chord boxes

	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	Formative assessment happens in every lesson. Students use mini whiteboards when completing listening questions and hinge questions.
At the end of each half term, students are to perform their chosen piece from the repertoire.
Students will receive teacher feedback and they need to evaluate their own work and chose what they need to develop to Make It Better in the following lesson.
	At the end of each half term, students are to have composed a short piece of music on Ableton. 
Students will receive teacher feedback and they need to evaluate their own work and chose what they need to develop to Make It Better in the following lesson.
Formative assessment happens in every lesson. Students use mini whiteboards when completing listening questions and hinge questions.

	The intention is to assess students’ ability to play different basic and complex rhythms on a samba drum and how students perform as part of an ensemble rather than alone.
Students will use mini whiteboards to complete formative assessment quizzes in every lesson and will use self-reflection after the summative assessment performance to develop their work and Make It Better in the following lesson.
	Students will be assessed on their abilities to sequence music on Ableton. The classroom resources have 4 levels of difficulty. Students will be able to do at least of the following:
· Input single notes with support
· Input chords with support
· Read a melody and input it with limited support
· Read a melody and input it with no support

Formative assessment using mini whiteboards will be used in every lesson to answer hinge questions and develop critical listening skills in every Do Now task.

	Students will be assessed as individuals and as an ensemble.
Students will be assessed on how many chords they can correctly play in a chord sequence and then how well they can stay in time with others. 

Students will receive verbal feedback in every lesson which support their playing. 
Students will also use mini whiteboards to answer listening and hinge questions. 

Students will be given the opportunity to self-evaluate; identifying their strengths and weaknesses, so that they can think and talk like a musician.
	 Students will receive verbal feedback in every lesson which support their playing. 
Students will also use mini whiteboards to answer listening and hinge questions. 

Students will be given the opportunity to self-evaluate; identifying their strengths and weaknesses, so that they can think and talk like a musician.

Students’ summative assessment will focus on their ensemble skills: playing in time, good use of dynamics to balance their instruments and playing their part accurately.

	
	What does the end point look like? 
	By the end of the half term, students will be able to:
Identify notes on the treble clef. 
Play short melodies with their right hand on the keyboard.
Identify the musical elements: tempo, harmony, dynamics, structure, melody, rhythm, texture. 
Identify what sharp and flat notes are. 
Vocal performance skills (tone, pitch, pace, volume)
Keyboard performance skills (playing the correct pitch of notes with the correct rhythm)
	By the end of the half term, students should have composed:
4 bars of a repetitive drumbeat 
4 bars of harmonic chords in the key of A minor 
4 bars of a melody in the key of A minor 
4 contrasting bars of music to create a Binary structure form for their compositions.

	By the end of the half term, students will be able to:
Identify polyrhythms. 
Play polyrhythms as part of an ensemble.
Perform dynamic changes.
Explain what Samba is and where it comes from
 

	By the end of the half term, students should be able to:
Input single notes with support

Input chords with support

Read a melody and input it with limited support

Read a melody and input it with no support

	By the end of the half term, students will be able to:
Play a 4-chord progression in time with a steady beat 
Perform as part of a whole class ensemble
Give meaningful feedback to others in their class
	By the end of the half term, students should be able to:
Perform a melodic part on the keyboard 
Perform a basic drum beat on a kit 
Perform a chord progression on the ukulele 
Perform as part of an ensemble 
Play in time 

	
	How does it cover the NC?
	Developing foundational performing and listening skills. Students learn basic piano technique, melody, chords, and rhythm, while exploring musical theatre repertoire, understanding story, character, and expression. It fosters creativity, confidence, and ensemble awareness, supporting progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.
	Developing performing, composing, and technical skills. Students use software, MIDI, and digital instruments to create, edit, and structure music, explore rhythm, harmony, and dynamics, and evaluate their work, fostering creativity, musical understanding, and progression in contemporary music-making.

	Developing performing, listening, and ensemble skills. Students explore rhythm, pulse, syncopation, and traditional patterns, apply correct technique, and perform collaboratively. It fosters cultural understanding, creativity, and musical expression, supporting progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.

	Developing composition, technical, and creative skills. Students use digital audio workstations to create, layer, and arrange music, explore rhythm, harmony, and dynamics, and produce polished tracks. It fosters creativity, musical understanding, and progression in composing, performing, and appraising contemporary music.

	Developing performing, listening, and ensemble skills. Students learn chord shapes, strumming, rhythm, and vocal technique, perform melodies with accompaniment, and combine instruments and voice. It fosters creativity, musical expression, and progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.

	Developing vocal technique, pitch accuracy, rhythm, and musical expression. Students perform individually and in groups, listen and respond to others, follow a conductor or leader, and maintain balance and timing, fostering collaboration, creativity, and progression in performing, composing, and appraising music.
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