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	Topic 
	        Component 2: Music Skills Development 
	Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief 
	Submitting Component 3

	
	Why this and why now?
	As a performer, producer or creator in the music industry, you need to continually develop your skills and techniques in order to be successful and secure a regular flow of gigs and commissions. In this component, you will participate in workshops and classes where you will develop technical, practical, personal and professional skills and specialise in at least two of the following areas: music performance, creating original music, music production. Throughout your development, you will review your progress and consider how to make improvements. You will learn how musicians share their work and collaborate with others and will develop your skills as a musician in how to use blogs, YouTube™, Soundcloud™ and other platforms to share your work and skills development with others.
Developing musical skills and techniques will enable you to consider your aptitude and enjoyment for music, helping you to make informed decisions about what you will study in the future. This component will help you to progress to Level 3 qualifications in music or music technology, which look at skills and techniques in more detail. Alternatively, you may want to progress to other Level 3 vocational or academic subject areas. This component will support your development of transferable skills which will support your advancement in education and employment.
	This component will allow you to work to your strengths and interests and apply the skills that you have learned throughout your course in a practical way. You will focus on a particular area of the music sector that excites and appeals to you and respond to a music brief as a composer, performer, or producer. You will begin by exploring the brief and investigating possible responses and ideas to meet the demands of the brief. Using relevant resources, skills, and techniques you will then develop and refine musical material before presenting your final response. You will develop and present an original creation based on a piece from a given list and a style from a choice of four. You will then present this as a solo or group performance, an audio recording, or a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) project. You will also consider how your skills and interests make you suitable for the specific music sector opportunity. 
Presenting music for a set brief is a key element of post-16 music qualifications and this component will enable you to establish solid foundations to help you progress to further Level 2 or Level 3 courses.
You will also develop skills in self-management, communication, and presentation, which are vital to any future course of study. 
Features explored: 
● Performing stylistically accurate cover versions. 
● Creating original music using existing stylistic frameworks and traits. 
● Stylistic use of a DAW and associated hardware to create an original piece of music from a given starting point
	Students will have till May 15th to complete component 3 and send off for submission. 
After that, the course is done, and they will use their time in lesson to revise for other GCSEs.

	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered? 
	B1 Development of technical music skills and techniques 
Development processes: 
individual development routines 
identifies technical exercises for development includes setting goals o includes monitoring and tracking of progress. 
B2 Development of music skills and techniques 
Developing musical skills appropriate to style and context, such as: 
timing and phrasing 
using rhythm and pitch in the creation or recreation of music 
using equipment, instrumentation or software appropriately 
expression 
combining instruments/sounds 
Health and safety in the use of equipment and/or instruments. 
Applying skills development to the creation of content/material: 
creative intentions 
skills needed 
stylistic accuracy 
creation of content/material. 
Music performance: 
tuning (if appropriate) 
learning repertoire 
physical preparation and exercises  instrumental or vocal technique 
practise routines such as scales, etc. 
following accompaniment 
stage presence. 
Creating original music: 
exploring and extending ideas 
using structure effectively 
using rhythmic and melodic patterns development of harmony
	Assessment objectives 
AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 
AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief
	Assessment objectives 
AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 
AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief

	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	In response to the task, learners will plan and create 2 musical outcomes in different musical areas in response to a theme that will develop professional and musical skills. This will be assessed during time in Y11 under supervised hours.

A1 Professional skills for the music industry
A2 Planning and communicating music skills development
B1 Development of technical music skills and techniques
B2 Development of music skills and techniques

	Component 3 is externally assessed.
This external component builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired and developed in Components For assessment, learners will respond to the brief either as a music creator and producer or as a music creator and performer. The brief will consist of a scenario that will include a list of 10 pieces of music from a range of styles that the learners have covered in Component 1. They will be required to use one of these in their final product. Music which is created and produced must be saved as a digital audio file. Final performances must be video recorded. All learners will respond individually to the brief; however, they may perform with other learners in response to the brief. If learners are supported by others, they will need to be playing a significant, unique and individual part within the performance and will be assessed on their individual contribution. At the beginning of video recordings of performances, learners must identify themselves with their name and registration number. The nature of the assessment and the requirement for an individual response mean it is not possible to assess more than one individual response from a single group performance. The video recording must be one continuous shot without edits, in which the performer or all performers in the group are visible and audible. The video recording must be saved to a clearly labelled digital folder under direct supervision. DAW projects must be audio recorded and exported to a clearly labelled digital folder under direct supervision and stored securely by the centre. Learners will complete an initial response that discusses how their skills, experiences and interests make them suitable for the specific sector opportunity. Learners will justify how their selected material links to the given brief. They will also evaluate their approach to meeting the brief and their final outcome. Sample assessment materials will be available to help centres prepare learners for assessment
	Component 3 is externally assessed.

	
	What does the end point look like? 
	Learners will participate in workshops and sessions to identify and develop musical skills and techniques in the following three disciplines:
 1. Music performance 
2. Creating original music 
3. Music production. 
They will then select and develop their individual musical and professional techniques appropriate to context and style and demonstrate the application of these skills and techniques in the creation of musical outcomes across two of the three disciplines.
	

A: Understand how to respond to a music brief A1 Features of a music brief
A2 Planning to meet the demands of the music brief
A3 Considering constraints and intentions: personal and creative
B Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
B1 Develop and produce a response to a brief
B2 Refining musical skills for a musical product
Learners should be able to: o apply skills in a creative process 
· apply industry approaches relevant to a project 
· refine musical skills and techniques for a musical product in relation to a chosen context or style.
B3 Refining musical material
B4 Personal management
C Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
C1 Reviewing work based on client needs
C2 Quality of outcome
C3 Presenting own work to a client
C4 Relation of final product to the brief
D Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief 
D1 Commentary on the creative process
D2 Reflect on the outcome of the musical product
	For assessment, learners will respond to the brief either as a music creator and producer or as a music creator and performer. The brief will consist of a scenario that will include a list of 10 pieces of music from a range of styles that the learners have covered in Component 1. They will be required to use one of these in their final product. Music which is created and produced must be saved as a digital audio file. Final performances must be video recorded. All learners will respond individually to the brief; however, they may perform with other learners in response to the brief.

	
	How does it cover the NC?
	Preparing students for appreciating and analysing music in their lives, and being able to compose it, and preparing them for their BTEC portfolio assessments
	Preparing students for appreciating and analysing music in their lives, and being able to compose it, and preparing them for their BTEC portfolio assessments.
	Preparing students for appreciating and analysing music in their lives, and being able to compose it, and preparing them for their BTEC portfolio assessments.
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