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Long Term Planning

	Performing Arts 
	Year 9
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5 and HT6

	
	Topic 
	Apothecary
	Evacuees
	Darkwood Manor
	Theory and Midsummer Nights Dream
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

	
	Why this and why now?
	This unit introduces students to core drama skills in a creative, engaging, and accessible way. The Apothecary provides a rich narrative stimulus that supports character development, atmosphere building, and imaginative storytelling. It allows students to explore physicality, voice, and ensemble work in a  high-creativity environment. The theme of mystery and magic captures imagination while introducing key conventions such as tableau, thought-tracking and body as prop.
By grounding the unit in a clear setting and narrative, students can: Understand the importance of character motivation and setting,  Begin using dramatic structure in devised work.  Build confidence in performance and collaborative skills.
This is the first major devised drama unit in Year 7, and it lays the foundation for all future practical work. Students are at the start of their secondary drama journey, and need a unit that:
Builds trust, imagination, and confidence
Introduces the vocabulary and techniques of drama clearly
Encourages group collaboration and creative risk-taking in a safe space
It is deliberately placed early in the curriculum to:
Embed key performance conventions before students tackle more abstract or issue-based work later in KS3
Establish classroom expectations for group work, feedback, and reflection
Ensure all students, regardless of prior experience, can access success through physical and vocal engagement.

	Students look at the lives of evacuees through role play considering the differences/similarities with their own lives.  Empathy and links with Remembrance Day.
Students will develop prior learning, extending thought tracks. 
Script work will be introduced – techniques of learning lines and delivering lines effectively.
Students will begin to understand teacher in role and how this can develop into a whole class drama.  Students will gain skills in their acting, tackling sensitive issues, they will learn how to get empathy from an audience.
The importance of spatial/audience awareness on stage - US, DS, SR, SL, CS
How to reflect on their work and the work of others and how to make changes to bring about improvement.
The concept of Proxemics and how to use it to enhance relationships between characters

	This unit requires students to recall and use the vocal and physical skills to create characters that are different to themselves.  This is however extended to include understanding of the use of gait, pause and emphasis.  They will develop their knowledge of using dramatic technique to enhance story telling abilities.  They will use prior learning of devising role play and enhance their skills by considering how to create atmosphere and build tension.
Students will learn how to develop dialogue, structure drama pieces and create relationships between characters.  They will also understand the types of tension used to create Drama work; Tension of the task, the relationship and the mystery.
	This unit provides pupils with the fundamental knowledge and skills on which all future learning will be developed.  
THEATRE TERMINOLOGY / THEORY / KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING are taught explicitly so that they can draw and build on these core concepts, as they progress through the key stage and beyond.  The students will learn about the career opportunities within the performing arts industry linking in with national careers week, each lesson will emphasis the job role of an actor.  
This unit provides pupils with the opportunity to develop their Drama vocabulary, preparing them for BTEC Drama, learning theory in a practical way.  Personal skills such a s co-operation, respect, confidence and communication are embedded as the foundation of a successful approach to practical work.  This is essential in all units, across KS3 and beyond.  These are explicitly taught during this unit and will be developed and extended throughout all future units.
Explore characters, relationships, and themes in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
Understand Shakespearean language and how it influences tone, rhythm, and delivery.
Analyse scenes for dramatic techniques, such as:
Physicalisation of character
Use of tension and conflict
Stagecraft and blocking


	A synoptic unit in which pupils will apply and consolidate their learning over the course of their first year in Drama.  It will combine scripted extracts as well as devised work, to allow them to develop and demonstrate their knowledge of character skills, dramatic techniques and how to make a piece of drama successful.  This module also includes a basic introduction to abstract approaches which prepares them for the more non-naturalistic styles they will be exposed to in year eight.

	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered? 
	Voice: projection, clarity, tone, expression
Movement/Physicality: gesture, posture, body language, use of space
Characterisation: understanding character motivation, emotions, and relationships
Ensemble Work: listening, responding, and collaborating effectively with peers
Tableau – creating frozen images to show key moments or emotions
Thought-Tracking – revealing what a character is thinking to the audience
Body as Prop – using the body creatively to represent objects or scenery
Basic Dramatic Structure – understanding beginnings, middles, and ends in devised work
Themes: mystery, magic, and imagination
Setting and Plot: understanding how setting and story influence performance choices
Character Motivation: why characters behave the way they do and how to show it in performance
Confidence in performance
Cooperation and respect when working with others
Creativity and risk-taking in a safe environment
Reflective Skills: ability to evaluate own and peers’ performances using basic drama vocabulary




	Character and Empathy
Understand the lives and experiences of evacuees during wartime.
Compare differences and similarities between their own lives and evacuees’ lives.
Develop empathy for characters and learn how to convey it to an audience.
Role Play – stepping into a character’s life to explore perspective.
Thought-Tracking – showing what a character is thinking at key moments.
Teacher-in-Role – using the teacher as a character to guide whole-class drama.
Script Work – learning lines, delivering dialogue with clarity and expression.
Proxemics – using space on stage to show relationships between characters.



	Characterisation Skills
How to create characters different from themselves using vocal and physical techniques.
How gait, pause, and emphasis affect characterisation and storytelling.
How to develop relationships between characters through performance
How to use voice, movement, gesture, and facial expression to convey emotion, personality, and intention.
How to structure scenes and dialogue to tell a coherent story.
How to use dramatic techniques to enhance storytelling and engage the audience.
How to create atmosphere through performance choices.
Understanding and applying three types of tension:
Tension of the task – stakes or pressure in a scene
Tension of the relationship – conflict or emotional connection between characters
Tension of the mystery – suspense, curiosity, or unanswered questions for the audience



	Key drama terms such as proxemics, tension, atmosphere, characterisation, staging, blocking.
Understanding how theatre conventions and performance techniques communicate meaning to an audience.
Ability to apply drama theory in practice, linking knowledge to performance choices.
Understanding the main characters, relationships, and motivations in the play.
Awareness of themes, such as love, conflict, magic, and transformation.
How Shakespearean language affects voice, tone, rhythm, and delivery.
Recognition of dramatic techniques in the text: physicalisation, tension, stagecraft, ensemble work.

	How to create distinct and believable characters using:
Voice – tone, pitch, pause, emphasis
Physicality – posture, movement, gesture
Facial expressions to convey emotion and intention
Understanding character motivation and how it drives their actions.
Awareness of relationships between characters to inform interactions on stage.
How to use dramatic techniques to enhance storytelling, including:
Tension and conflict
Atmosphere creation
Stagecraft and spatial awareness (proxemics)
Introduction to abstract or non-naturalistic techniques, including exaggeration, stylisation, and symbolic representation.


.  

	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	The purpose of assessment in this unit is to measure whether students can:
Apply foundational drama skills – using voice, movement, gesture, and characterisation effectively.
Use key drama techniques – such as tableau, thought-tracking, and body as prop – to communicate meaning.
Develop and perform characters – showing motivation, emotion, and interaction with others.
Collaborate successfully – working effectively within an ensemble, contributing ideas, and responding respectfully to peers.
Reflect on their work – using drama terminology to evaluate performance choices and impact.
Final group performance of a devised scene based on The Apothecary:
Shows characterisation, ensemble work, and application of drama techniques
Communicates story, setting, and narrative meaning clearly

	Apply drama skills in performance: using voice, movement, and gesture to communicate character and emotion.
Use drama techniques effectively, including role play, thought-tracking, and proxemics, to convey relationships and social dynamics.
Develop and perform scripted work between evacuees and village kids, showing understanding of character motivation, emotion, and dialogue delivery.
Demonstrate empathy for the characters and communicate it to an audience convincingly.
Collaborate successfully with peers to create coherent scenes and ensemble performances.
Reflect on their work and make improvements based on teacher or peer feedback.
Final scripted scene between evacuees and village children:
Demonstrates characterisation, emotion, and understanding of social dynamics.
Uses voice, movement, and proxemics to convey meaning and relationships.
Communicates empathy and engages the audience effectively.

	Apply characterisation skills – create believable characters different from themselves using vocal and physical techniques, including gait, pause, and emphasis.
Use dramatic techniques effectively – including atmosphere, tension, movement, gesture, and facial expression to engage the audience.
Devising skills – creatively extend or complete a story using prior knowledge of role play, dialogue, and scene structure.
Build relationships and interaction – develop believable connections and dynamics between characters.
Use tension and storytelling techniques – apply tension of the task, relationship, and mystery to create an engaging climax or ending.
Collaborate and communicate – work as part of a group, sharing ideas, listening to others, and adapting performance choices.
Reflect and improve – evaluate their own and others’ work to make improvements before performing.
Final devised ending performance:
Demonstrates characterisation, tension, and storytelling skills
Shows relationships between characters clearly
Uses voice, movement, and proxemics to enhance audience engagement

	Understand and apply theatre terminology and theory in practical and analytical contexts.
Analyse Shakespearean text for character, theme, and dramatic techniques.
Demonstrate practical performance skills when exploring A Midsummer Night’s Dream, including voice, movement, and characterisation.
Show comprehension of Shakespearean language and its effect on tone, delivery, and meaning.
Work collaboratively and respectfully in groups to explore scenes and ideas.
Reflect critically on their own and others’ work, using appropriate drama vocabulary.
Connect learning to careers in the performing arts, understanding the actor’s role in a professional context.
Practical performance task:
Perform a selected scene from A Midsummer Night’s Dream or a devised interpretation.
Demonstrate characterisation, voice, movement, stage awareness, and atmosphere.
Apply techniques discussed in theory sessions to enhance storytelling.



	Apply characterisation skills – create distinct, believable characters using voice, movement, gesture, and facial expression.
Use dramatic techniques effectively – including tension, atmosphere, spatial awareness (proxemics), and stagecraft to enhance storytelling.
 Devise creatively – adapt or reinterpret the story to produce an original version that demonstrates imagination and understanding of narrative structure.
Structure drama – develop a clear beginning, middle, and end, showing awareness of conflict, climax, and resolution.
Collaborate with peers – work as part of a group, sharing ideas, listening, and responding to feedback to improve the scene.
Reflect and improve – make adjustments based on reflection and peer/teacher feedback.
Final devised mini-performance:
Students present their own version of a scene from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
Demonstrates characterisation, dramatic techniques, collaboration, and storytelling structure.


	
	What does the end point look like? 
	Perform with Confidence
Create and sustain characters with clear motivation, emotion, and relationships.
Use voice, movement, gesture, and facial expression deliberately to communicate meaning.
Perform confidently in an ensemble, showing awareness of space, timing, and interaction.
Use tableau to freeze key moments and communicate meaning.
Apply thought-tracking to reveal character thoughts to the audience.
Use body as prop to creatively represent objects or setting.
Structure scenes with a clear beginning, middle, and end.
Work effectively within a group, sharing ideas and listening to others.
Demonstrate respect, cooperation, and trust in ensemble work.
Take creative risks in a safe and supportive environment.
Use basic drama vocabulary to describe performance choices and techniques.
Identify strengths and areas for improvement in their own and peers’ work.
Explain how character, setting, and techniques create meaning for the audience.

	Deliver lines clearly, with expression, and in character.
Use voice, movement, and gesture to communicate emotion and personality.
Maintain stage presence and stay in role throughout the scene.
Use proxemics to show relationships between characters (e.g., evacuee vs village child).
Use thought-tracking to reveal a character’s inner thoughts if required.
Apply role play and teacher-in-role techniques to support whole-class drama exploration.
Convey the emotional experiences of evacuees and the reactions of village children.
Show awareness of historical context and social differences between characters.
Engage the audience so they understand and feel for the characters’ experiences.
Work effectively with peers to create a cohesive scene.
Listen, respond, and adapt to others in the group.
Show respect and cooperation throughout rehearsals and performance



	Perform characters different from themselves convincingly.
Use vocal skills (tone, pitch, pause, emphasis) and physical skills (gesture, gait, posture) to communicate emotion, intention, and personality.
Show relationships between characters clearly on stage.
Build tension effectively:
Tension of the task – stakes in the story
Tension of the relationship – conflict or connection between characters
Tension of the mystery – suspense or unanswered questions
Create atmosphere to engage the audience and enhance the story.
Use techniques like thought-tracking, proxemics, and role play to strengthen performance.
Structure the ending with a clear beginning, climax, and resolution.


	Recall and use key theatre terminology (proxemics, tension, atmosphere, characterisation, staging).
Demonstrate understanding of Shakespearean language, themes, and character motivations.
Explain how dramatic techniques create meaning and engage an audience.
Perform a scene from A Midsummer Night’s Dream (or a devised interpretation) with:
Clear characterisation (voice, movement, posture, gesture)
Effective use of tension, atmosphere, and stagecraft
Awareness of space, proxemics, and audience engagement



	Perform distinct, believable characters using:
Voice: tone, pitch, pause, and emphasis to show emotion and personality
Physicality: posture, gesture, facial expressions, and movement to communicate character
Show clear character motivation and relationships with other characters.
Use tension, atmosphere, and proxemics to enhance storytelling.
Structure the scene with a clear beginning, middle, and end.
Demonstrate creative adaptation of the story, showing imagination in dialogue, actions, or scenario.



	
	How does it cover the NC?
	All students should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practise of Drama.
Students should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles.
They should have the opportunity to improvise, devise and script drama for one and other and a range of audiences, as well as rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to Drama presentations.
Work effectively in groups and taking on required roles.
Reading, re reading and rehearsing plays for presentation and performance give students the opportunities to discuss language and extend their interest. 
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