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History Curriculum Long-Term Plan

	Year 11
Edexcel GCSE
	HT1
	HT2/3
	HT3/4
	HT4/5
	HT5
	HT6


	History
	Topic 
	Paper 2: American West c1835-c1895
Unit 1 – The Early Settlement of the Plains

	Paper 2: American West c1835-c1895
Unit 2 – Development of the Plains
Unit 3 – Conflict and Conquests
	Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39
Unit 1 – The Weimar Republic
Unit 2 – Hitler’s rise to power
	Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39
Unit 3 – Nazi control and dictatorship
Unit 4 – Life in Nazi Germany
	Revision & Exams
	N/A - Exams

	
	Why this and why now?
	Continuing with our chronological approach to the GCSE course, the American West topic picks up in c1835, around 250 years after the end of the Elizabethan England unit in 1588. Starting with the American West unit in Year 11 is logical in two ways. Firstly, we study the topics in both chronological and paper order, which makes it clear for the students when they sit their final exams. Secondly, the final unit of the American West topic concludes with the discovery of the New World, the Roanoke colony and introduces concepts such as Native Americans.
	This is chapter 2 and 3 of the American West topic, where students will build upon their existing knowledge of the Plains Indians’ beliefs and way of life. This will directly link to how migration, settlement, ranching and mining led to direct conflict and will aid understanding of Little Crow’s War, Sand Creek Massacre and the Battle of Little Bighorn, amongst others. We will then conclude this topic with an analysis of the destruction of the Plains Indians’ way of life, which resonates even today.
	Paper 3 concludes the GSCE Edexcel course. We choose to begin this topic at this point as it continues with our chronological and paper order approach. It is also arguably the most difficult paper in terms of exam technique, as it introduces the interpretation questions. Therefore, we introduce this section at this point, where the students’ exam technique should be more developed. In terms of concepts, we start with the Weimar Republic, which students will be familiar with from the Year 8 curriculum.
	In half-term four we will move onto Chapter 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933-39 and Chapter 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933-39. This will continue with the concepts established in the last topic and examine how Hitler was able to create a dictatorship and turn Germany into a Police State. We will also investigate how life in Nazi Germany changed and analyse a range of interpretations.
	As the course is now finished, these final weeks will be spent supporting students in revision of key content from all four units. It will also be spent practicing exam technique identified in the mocks as ‘weak spots’ – e.g. Source utility, interpretation questions etc.  
	N/A – Y11 Students have left school

	
	What is the essential knowledge that needs to be remembered?
	Students will study the early settlement of the west, c1835 – c1862, which will analyse the Plains Indians: their beliefs, way of life, migration and early settlement and conflict and tension. They will also study the Development of the Plains c1862-c1876, which will look at the development of settlement in the West, ranching and the cattle industry and changes in the way of life for the Plains Indians.
	Students will study numerous conflicts and conquest, specifically in the period c1876-1895.  Students will start will an analysis of changes in farming and the cattle industry, such as dry farming, barbed wire, the ‘Great Die Up’ and the end of the Open Range. We will also consider the impact of settlement, such as the Oklahoma Land Rush. We will also study law and order, range wars and conflict between settlers and Native Americans.
	Students will demonstrate an understanding of the origins of the Weimar Republic, looking at Germany post-WWI, the armistice, the Treaty of Versailles and threats to the new government, such as hyperinflation and challenges from the left and right. Students will then examine the economic recovery under Stresemann, followed by the effects of the Wall Street Crash and the rise of the Nazis under Hitler.
	Students will study how Hitler was able to turn Germany into a dictatorship between 1933-39. This will encompass the Reichstag Fire, the Enabling Act, Night of the Long Knives, Gestapo and Concordat with the Catholic Church. Students will also cover employment and living standards, such as the RAD and Strength through Joy. Finally, we will analyse persecution of the Jews, covering the boycott, Nuremburg Laws and Kristallnacht. 
	Students will revisit key content and exam skills needed for both Paper 1, 2 and Paper 2. 

Lessons will cover key themes from all 4 topics:
-Medicine
-Early Elizabethan England
-American West
-Weimar and Nazi Germany 
	N/A – Y11 Students have left school.

	
	What is the assessment intent and how will you assess?
	Summative Assessment -Selected questions. 
(American West)
	Summative Assessment – Full Paper 2, 
(American West)
Mocks to assess the Paper 1 and Paper 2 in full.
	Summative Assessment – Selected questions (Weimar and Nazi Germany)

	Summative Assessment -
Mocks to assess all three papers.

	Pupils sit their final exams:
Paper 1 – 1 hr, 20 mins (30%)
Paper 2 – 1 hr, 50 mins (40%)
Paper 3 – 1hr, 30 mins (30%)
	N/A – Y11 Students have left school 

	
	End points
	Students can explain:
-Social and tribal structures, ways of life and means of survival on the Plains. 
-Beliefs about land and nature and attitudes to war and property. 2 Migration and early settlement 
-The factors encouraging migration, including the Oregon Trail from 1836, the belief in Manifest Destiny, and the California Gold Rush of 1849. 
-Early migration to c1850, including the experiences of the Donner Party and the Mormon migration, 1846–47. 
-The development and problems of white settlement. 3 Conflict and tension 
-Reasons for tension with Plains Indians, including US government policy and the Permanent Indian Frontier. The significance of the first Fort Laramie Treaty (1851). The Indian Appropriations Act (1851). -Lawlessness in early towns and settlements, including attempts to tackle lawlessness.
-Demonstrate understanding of exam technique for Q.1, 2, 3
	Students can explain:
-The significance of the railroads; the Pacific Railroad Act (1862) and the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad (1869) and the spread of the railroad network. -The impact of the Homestead Act (1862). Attempts at solutions to problems faced by homesteaders: the use of new methods and new technology; the impact of the Timber Culture Act (1873). 
-Law and order in settlements, including the roles of law officers and increases in federal government influence. 
-The cattle industry and factors in its growth, including the roles of Iliff, McCoy and Goodnight, the significance of Abilene and of the increasing use of the railroad network.  The changing role of the cowboy, including changes in ranching. Relations between ranchers and homesteaders. 
-The impact of railroads, the cattle industry and gold prospecting on Indigenous peoples. 
-The impact of US government policy towards Indigenous peoples, including the continued use of reservations. The second Fort Laramie Treaty (1868). 
-Conflict on the Plains: Little Crow’s War (1862) and the Sand Creek Massacre (1864), the significance of Red Cloud’s War (1866–68), Battle of Little Big Horn, the Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee Massacre
-The end of the way of life for the Plains Indians with examples such as the Dawes Act
-Demonstrate understanding of exam technique for Q.1, 2, 3
	Students can explain:
-The legacy of the First World War. The abdication of the Kaiser, the armistice and revolution, 1918–19. 
-The setting up of the Weimar Republic. The strengths and weaknesses of the new Constitution. 
-Reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic, including the ‘stab in the back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
-Challenges to the Republic from Left and Right: Spartacists, Freikorps, the Kapp Putsch. 
-The challenges of 1923: hyperinflation; the reasons for, and effects of, the French occupation of the Ruhr. 3 The recovery of the Republic, 1924–29 
-Reasons for economic recovery, including the work of Stresemann, the Rentenmark, the Dawes and Young Plans and American loans and investment. 
-The impact on domestic policies of Stresemann’s achievements abroad: the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and the Kellogg-Briand Pact. 
-Changes in the standard of living, including wages, housing, unemployment insurance. 
-Changes in the position of women in work, politics and leisure. 
-Cultural changes: developments in architecture, art and the cinema.
-The early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22 -Hitler’s early career: joining the German Workers’ Party and setting up the Nazi Party, 1919–20. 
-The early growth and features of the Party. The Twenty-Five Point Programme. The role of the SA.
-The reasons for, events and consequences of the Munich Putsch. 
-Reasons for limited support for the Nazi Party, 1924–28. Party reorganisation and Mein Kampf. The Bamberg Conference of 1926. 3 The growth in support for the Nazis, 1929–32 
-The growth of unemployment – its causes and impact. The failure of successive Weimar governments to deal with unemployment from 1929 to January 1933. The growth of support for the Communist Party. 
-Reasons for the growth in support for the Nazi Party, including the appeal of Hitler and the Nazis, the effects of propaganda and the work of the SA. 
-Political developments in 1932. The roles of Hindenburg, Brüning, von Papen and von Schleicher. 
-Demonstrate understanding of exam technique for Q.1, 2, 3.a, 3.b
	Students can explain:
-The Reichstag Fire. The Enabling Act and the banning of other parties and trade unions. 
-The threat from Röhm and the SA, the Night of the Long Knives and the death of von Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Führer, the army and oath of allegiance. 
The role of the Gestapo, the SS, the SD and concentration camps. 
-Nazi control of the legal system, judges and law courts. 
-Nazi policies towards the Catholic and Protestant Churches, including the Reich Church and the Concordat. 3 Controlling and influencing attitudes.
-Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda: censorship, Nazi use of media, rallies and sport, including the Berlin Olympics (1936). 
-Nazi control of culture and the arts, including art, architecture, literature and film. 
-The extent of support for the Nazi regime. 
-Opposition from the Churches, including the role of Pastor Niemöller. -Opposition from the young, including the Swing Youth and the Edelweiss Pirates. -Nazi views on women and the family. 
-Nazi policies towards women, including marriage and family, employment and appearance. 
-Nazi aims and policies towards the young. The Hitler Youth and the League of German Maidens. 
-Nazi control of the young through education, including the curriculum and teachers. 
- Nazi policies to reduce unemployment, including labour service, autobahns, rearmament and invisible unemployment. 
-Changes in the standard of living, especially of German workers. The Labour Front, Strength Through Joy, Beauty of Labour. 
-Nazi racial beliefs and policies and the treatment of minority groups: Slavs, Roma and Sinti, homosexuals, and people with disabilities 
-The persecution of Jewish people, including the boycott of Jewish shops and businesses (1933), the Nuremberg Laws and 'Kristallnacht'.
-Demonstrate understanding of exam technique for Q.1, 2, 3.a, 3.b, 3.c, 3.d
	N/A – Revision time
	

	
	How does it cover the NC
	Covers Edexcel GCSE History Assessment Objectives:

AO1, AO2
	Covers Edexcel GCSE History Assessment Objectives:

AO1, AO2
	Covers Edexcel GCSE History Assessment Objectives:

AO1, AO2, AO3, A04
	Covers Edexcel GCSE History Assessment Objectives:

AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4
	Covers Edexcel GCSE History Assessment Objectives:

AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4
	N/A – Y11 Students have left school
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