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Topic  Paper 2 Section A 
Ancient Medicine 

Paper 2 Section A 
Medieval & Renaissance 

Medicine 

Paper 2 Section A 
Industrial & Modern 
Medicine 

Paper 1 Section A 
America - Causes of the 

Economic Boom 

Paper 1 Section A 
America - The Roaring 
Twenties, Wall Street 

Crash & New Deal 

Paper 1 Section A 
Post WW2 America – Civil 
Rights 

Why this and 

why now? 

Starting Paper 2 – this unit is 
thematic and it is also a 
breadth study through time, 
therefore it is necessary to 
begin with Ancient Medicine 
and work through the 
different time periods so 
students are able to see areas 
of change and continuity. This 
year we have decided to 
teach this as the first unit of 
the GCSE so students have a 
better chronological 
understanding of the history 
of the world which will 
deepen their understanding 
when they come to study the 
3 other GCSE topics.  

Building chronologically 
through the course to 
enable students to 
understand the impact of 
change and continuity in 
medicine over time. This 
will also as well enable 
students to identify 
themes such as religion, 
war, government, 
individual, chance, science 
& technology, 
communication, and 
education. 

Building chronologically 
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& technology, 
communication, and 
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Beginning of the course – 
which is then taught in 
chronological order to 
ensure they understand 
the breadth study. 

This builds on the 
economic boom topic as 
students are able to 
understand why there was 
changes in society, and 
why some groups didn’t 
benefit from the boom 
which created a divided 
America. 

This works through the 
course chronologically, 
focusing on the 1950s, 
1960s, & 1970s. This 
allows students to 
understand the impact of 
WW2, and how each 
movement developed 
their methods of protests 
and achievements over 
time. 

What is the 

essential 

knowledge that 

needs to be 

remembered? 

Students will begin to 
study Ancient medical 
practices and beliefs. They 
will look at key thinkers – 
Hippocrates & Galen. 

Students will study the 
causes and treatment of 
disease, surgery & 
anatomy and public health 
in the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance period. This 
will include; the influence 
of the Church, the Black 
Death, Barber Surgeons, 
Islamic Surgery, the Great 
Plague, Ambrose Pare, 
Andreas Vesailus, William 
Harvey and the growth of 
hospitals. 

Students will study the 
causes and treatment of 
disease, surgery & 
anatomy and public health 
in the industrial period of 
the 18th & 19th centuries 
and the modern period of 
the 20th & 21st centuries. 
This will include; 
vaccinations, anaesthetics, 
antiseptics, Germ Theory, 
Louis Pasteur & Robert 
Koch, & Florence 
Nightingale. It will also 
include; Penicillin, the 

Students will study the 
causes of the Economic 
Boom in 1920s America. 
This will include; Mass 
Production, Impact of 
WW1, Natural Resources, 
Republican policies, New 
Technology, Confidence & 
Hire Purchase. They will 
also look at why different 
groups did no benefit 
from the boom. 

Students will understand 
what life was like in 1920s 
American society. They 
will focus specifically on 
the different divides which 
existed; Flappers, 
Prohibition & Gangsters, 
The KKK, Immigration & 
the Red Scare & Religious 
Fundamentalism. Students 
will also look at the causes 
and consequences of the 
Wall Street Crash, and 
analyse the success of 

Students will study the 
impact of World War Two 
on the lives of women and 
African Americans. They 
will assess the impact on 
the economy, whilst 
looking at changes to 
society in the 1950s; 
including the emergence 
of the ‘teenager’. They will 
also focus on the Red 
Scare of the 1950s, 
building on their previous 
study of it in HT2. 
Following this, students 



 

impact of the World Wars 
on surgery, the Liberal 
Reforms, the Beveridge 
Report & the NHS, the 
discovery of DNA etc. 

President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal. 

will begin to study protest 
movements in the 1960s 
& 1970s; the Civil Rights 
Movement & the 
Women’s Movement. 
Finally, students will study 
Johnson’s Great Society to 
assess whether his vision 
came was achieved. 

What is the 

assessment 

intent and how 

will you assess? 

Summative Assessment –  
 
Explain the significance of 
Galen & Hippocrates on 
medicine. (8) 
 
How useful is the source 
to a historian studying the 
believed causes of disease 
in the Ancient world? (8) 

Summative Assessment – 
'Religion was the most 
important factor affecting 
medicine up to and 
including the Renaissance’ 
How far do you agree? 
(16) (4 SPaG) 

Summative Assessment –  
Paper 2 Section B - 
Medicine Mock 

Summative Assessment - 
Causes of the Economic 
Boom Essay (12) 

Summative Assessment – 
Three Interpretation 
Questions (4), (4), (8) 

Summative Assessment -
Full Paper 1, Section A 
Mock Exam 
(America; Inequality & 
Opportunity 1920-1973) 
&  Full Paper 2, Section A 
Medicine Mock  

What should 

the end point 

look like?  

Students understand what 
will what medicine was 
like in the Ancient world 
and be able to explain the 
significance of how 
different factors affected 
its progress e.g. Key 
thinkers, Hippocrates & 
Galen. Students will also 
be able to evaluate the 
utility of primary sources.  

Students will be able to 
explain the nature of 
public health, disease and 
infection, surgery and 
anatomy in the Middle 
Ages and the Renaissance 
period. Students will also 
be able to explain how 
different factors affected 
the development of 
medicine, whilst building 
on their essay writing 
skills.  

Students will be able to 
explain the nature of 
public health, disease and 
infection, surgery and 
anatomy in the Middle 
Ages in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, along with 
modern day Britain. 
Students will also be able 
to explain the similarities  
between different time 
periods. 

Students will be able to 
explain the different 
causes of the economic 
boom in 1920s America. 
Students will have 
mastered the skills of 
describing, explaining, 
making links between 
causes as well as being 
able to making a 
substantiated judgement.  

Students will be able to 
explain the divided nature 
of American society during 
the Roaring Twenties. 
Students will also be able 
to understand and explain 
interpretations of 
American society. They 
will also be able to explain 
how the Time, Author, 
Audience, Place, and 
Purpose can affect 
interpretations in history.  

Students will be able to 
explain the impact of 
events such as WW2 on 
different groups in 
society, e.g. African 
Americans and women. 
They will also be able to 
assess the importance of 
different factors which led 
to more equality under 
the Civil Rights and 
Womens Liberation 
Movements.  

How does it 

cover the NC 
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